BUCKINGHAM
a strong appeal to the King. The house was perfectly situated, standing high upon the crest of a hill, with a princely park and woods adjoining. Both inside and outside its beauty was remarkable, and James could not sufficiently express the fullness of his admiration.
A Kenilworth-like reception awaited the King. Buckingham had laid himself out to surpass all records, and Ben Jonson had been employed to compose a splendid masque in James's especial honour. Buckingham himself had composed some verses of welcome which were presented to the King, probably in writing, upon his crossing the threshold for the first time. In flattering vein, they expressed Buckingham's appreciation of the honour of this royal visit:
Sir, you have ever shin'd upon me bright, But now you strike and dazzle me with light, You, England's radiant Sunne, vouchsafe to grace My house, a spheare too little and too base. My Burley, as a cabinet, contains The gemme of Europe, which from golden veins Of glorious Princes to this height is grown, And joins their precious virtues all in one.
So delighted was James with this reception that he gave himself up at frequent intervals during the visit to composing fitting verses wherewith he, in turn, might take his adieu.
Jonson's famous Masque of the Metamorphosed Gipsies1 was presented at Burley on the .evening of August 3rd, and won instant success. It expresses this poet in his best vein, and is a remarkable mixture of poetic skill, subtle flattery and apt. satire. It was, of course, written with the primary object of flattering the King and pleasing the assembled
1 NICHOLS, Progresses of James I, in, p. 672.
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